
 

Thought Provoker: Phillip talked about how to carve a horse from marble: “get a hammer 

and a chisel, and chip away everything that doesn’t look like a horse!” What is the greatest 
sculpture you have ever seen and what did you like about it?  

Read 1 Chronicles 12:32: ...men of Issachar, who understood the times and knew what Israel 

should do...  

• 

Concerning 2020 vision, we have previously said: 

Week 1: Vision begins with the ability to see ‘today’ with precision and accuracy. 

Week 2: Develop the ability to see ‘today’ in terms of ‘where it can take you’.  

Week 3 (Today): How to put vision into practise in the long term.

Three steps… 

1. Reduce Your Activity 
It’s time to ask: ‘What needs to go? What needs to change?’ 

Read Colossians 3:5: Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 

immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 

• 

2. Develop a Daily Routine 
Read Psalm 90:12: Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 

Generally: Prayer, Bible study, service, worship, fellowship, and discipleship. 

Individually: Time with your family, time with your spouse, exercise, work, etc. 

It’s not enough just to think about them, we need to put them into practise: 

The key to having 2020 Vision is the ability to see today in terms of what needs to be done. 

• 

3. Settle in for the Long Haul 
Phillip talked about the busyness of the practicing lawyer John Grisham when he had the 

idea to write his first novel. He went to the office an hour early each day and wrote one 

page. Then he could finish his first draft in a year. His book: A Time to Kill’ launched an 

impressive writing career. 

Read Proverbs 21:5 (NLT): Steady plodding brings prosperity; hasty speculation brings poverty.  
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• 

William Carey in 1792 he began a missionary society. His message was entitled “Expect Great 

Things From God; Attempt Great Things for God!” 

• 

The first years Carey spent in India weren’t easy. He contracted malaria. His son died of 

dysentery. His colleague gave up and returned to England. He faced enormous financial 

pressure, and it was seven years before he baptised his first convert! But William Carey had 

settled in for the long haul.  

Over the next 30 years he translated the Bible into India’s major languages, founded a 

college, and brought about significant social reform in Indian culture. 

Toward the end of his life, he attributed one thing to his success: 

I can plod. I can persevere to any definite pursuit. 

• 

There is no vision without plodding: 

Galatians 6:9: Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 

harvest if we do not give up.  

Like the men of Issachar - understand the times and know what you need to do. You see the 

block of marble, and you recognize the part that doesn’t look quite like a horse, so you chip 

away. 

• 


